Our calendar project began back in 2012 when three friends sat down together one day and wondered what they could do to help improve Fukushima’s image in the wake of the
disaster the year before. Of those three friends, Henare Akurangi was extremely passionate and determined that something be done. Henare believed that actions speak louder than
words, and he proved it by leading by example. He volunteered repeatedly in the affected coastal regions of Fukushima to help clean up houses and neighborhoods, or to deliver
food to people in temporary housing. He often visited evacuation shelters to help where he could, and his visits always brought a smile to people’s faces. Sadly, Henare passed away
suddenly on June 17th, 2019. We are saddened by the loss of such a good friend and inspiration to everyone who knew him. He had a huge heart and always put others before
himself. He loved Fukushima and its people, so we hope to honour his memory by continuing with our project in the years to come. This year, we dedicate our calendar to him.
Thank you, Henare. You made a positive difference in everyone’s lives. We are all better for having known you. We, the people of Fukushima, will never forget you.
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Kohatayama Pagoda — Towa town, Nihonmatsu - The tiny town of Towa in the hills above Nihonmatsu has beautiful shrines and unique local festivals. This three-storied pagoda was built in 1472
during the Muromachi period. It fell into disrepair and was later restored in 1674 by Niwa Mitsushige, the first daimyd of the Nihonmatsu domain. In 1955, the pagoda was designated as an important

cultural asset.
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Wada Tourism Strawberry Farm, Soma City - Located along the eastern coastline of Japan, the Wada district is relatively warm and has long been famous for sweet strawberries. Prior to the

tsunami in 2011, strawberry harvesting and tasting at the co-op farm welcomed around 30,000 to 40,000 visitors each year. In January 2012, 10 months after the disaster, several households of
farmers joined together to re-open the strawberry co-op farm with help from volunteers.
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lwaki Coal and Fossil Museum - The Iwaki Coal and Fossil Museum commemorates lwaki’s coal mining history. After large coal deposits were discovered during the Meiji era, coal mining soon became the main industry of
the area until the 1960s, when oil became the main source of fuel in Japan. The Fossils Hall has an impressive display of remains left behind by dinosaurs and creatures from the Jurassic Period, including one that was excavated
in lwaki in 1968. Complete skeletons of various dinosaurs and birds are on exhibit, and their sheer size makes them magnificent to see. A huge dinosaur skeleton stands in the center of the hall and is the largest complete

dinosaur fossil to be found in Asia.
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Hanamiyama, Fukushima City - Hanamiyama is a park on the slopes surrounding a rural farming neighborhood just outside central Fukushima City. It was started more than 60 years ago by local
farmers who planted ornamental plants and flowering trees on the hillsides around their land. The park was then opened to the public in 1959 and grew to become the city’s top cherry blossom

viewing location. In springtime, the mountain comes to life with plum, cherry, and forsythia blossoms, as well as a wide range of other flowers.
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Shioyasaki Lighthouse, lwaki - The Shioyasaki lighthouse was originally built in 1899. It has been rebuilt several times over the past century; in 1940 after being destroyed by an earthquake, and again in 1947 after
sustaining damage from air raids during the final days of World War II. In 2011, it was restored again after being damaged by the Great East Japan Earthquake. A museum is housed in the small building where you buy
admission tickets. Past the museum, up another set of stairs, the actual lighthouse stands 24 meters tall and can be climbed to the top by visitors for spectacular views of the coast below.
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Aizu Samurai Residence, Aizuwakamatsu - The Aizu Bukeyashiki is the preserved residential complex of Tanomo Saigo, a top-ranking Aizu retainer of the Edo period. In the 38 roomed Japanese house, wax figures
demonstrate how samurai families lived in the old days. There is a bailiff's office that has been designated an Important Cultural Asset of Fukushima Prefecture, as well as a tea house, a rice mill, and other buildings of
historical interest on the grounds. There is a shop carrying traditional Aizu craftwork and souvenir items in the main building, and even a restaurant serving local cuisine. You can experience hands-on activities including
painting akabeko and okiagari koboshi, or test yourself with a set of quiz cards about the history and culture of Aizu. If you answer them correctly, you will receive a prize.
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Mt. Azuma-Kofuji - Some of the most popular hiking trails in the prefecture can be found in the Azuma mountains above Fukushima city. The Azuma-Kofuji peak (1707 meters tall) is a perfectly shaped miniature version
of Mount Fuiji, and is the star attraction that draws many climbers from spring to autumn each year. The appealing symmetrical crater and its many onsen have made it a popular tourist destination. Its crater can be climbed
in ten minutes from the parking lot, and you can circle the crater in a panoramic 45 minute walk. The visitor center is located along the roadway near the crater. There is also a collection of eateries, facilities, and a stop for
buses to and from Fukushima Station located near the parking lot. Descending to the base of Azuma-Kofuji involves travelling via the Bandai Azuma Skyline, one of Japan's most spectacular mountain roads.
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limoriyama Byakkotai Memorial - After the fall of the shogunate in 1867, forces still loyal to the shogun were concentrated in the northern Tohoku region. They attempted to resist the new government, but they suffered a decisive defeat at Tsuruga
Castle in 1868. Upon returning from battle, a group of young Aizu soldiers in a unit called the Byakkotai (White Tiger Unit) saw from a distance that their castle appeared to be engulfed in flames. Believing their lord and families were dead, they all
committed seppuku. The twenty boys aged 14 to 16 had made a tragic mistake, as the castle had not actually been taken - the flames they had seen were from outside the castle walls. Regardless, the story of their loyalty and devotion is famous across
Japan, and numerous movie and manga adaptations of their tale have been made. limoriyama (8k&%LL1), the site of the boys' suicide, has become a popular tourist attraction. Among the souvenir shops around the base of the hill are two museums devoted
to the Byakkotai. Inside Tsuruga Castle, portraits of the Byakkotai are placed along the wall as part of an exhibit dedicated to their memory.
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Nikko Toshogu Yabusame- In 2019 during the annual Aizuwakamatsu Autumn Festival, the city hosted a special performance of Yabusame (traditional Japanese mounted archery) from the World Heritage Site Nikko
Toshugu shrine in the neighboring prefecture of Tochigi. This special event was in commemoration of the 120th anniversary of the founding of the Wakamatsu City system. Aizuwakamatsu shares a historical connection
with Nikko City. At the end of the Edo period, former Aizu daimyd lord Matsudaira Katamori had served as the Chief Shinto priest of the Toshogu Shrine. His descendant is the current head of the Aizu-Matsudaira clan.
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Oze National Park - Situated in the center of Japan, Oze is the largest highland marshland on Japan’s main island of Honshu. Here, visitors can enjoy beautiful natural landscapes, including vast marshlands, lakes, alpine
areas, pristine forests, and high waterfalls. In the past, Oze faced an environmental crisis caused by the trampling of its marshes by visitors and other factors. However, thanks to tireless conservation efforts, the environment
has now been restored. Oze is also the birthplace of Japan’s take-garbage-home movement, making it a symbolic location for nature conservation.
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Ukigane, Ono Town - Ono Town is located in the highlands between Koriyama and Iwaki. It is the closest town to the famed Abukuma-do Limestone Caves. The town is known locally for the
"thousand cherry trees" which line the banks of the Natsui River. It is also one of the purported birthplaces of Heian period poet Ono no Komachi. The town is beautiful year-round, but particularly

so in the spring and fall seasons.
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Bandai-Atami Ice Arena - Located in the nearby onsen district of Koriyama is the Bandai-Atami Ice Arena. Here, ice hockey fans can come out to cheer on the different teams of the Asian leagues
as they face each other in exciting matches. Additionally, local and regional teams compete here in matches and tournaments during the regular hockey season that runs from autumn to late spring

each year. The Arena is accessible by car or a 10 minute walk from nearby Bandai-Atami station.
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After the tsunami in 2011, there was never a shortage of work to do in trying to restore the coastal region
of Fukushima. Henare was usually among the first to volunteer for clean-up efforts and he always worked
the hardest.
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Though he’d moved to Japan from New Zealand 12 years before, Henare proudly carried his Maori culture with him everywhere he went.
During his first few years living in Japan, he was part of a Japan-based group that educates people on Maori culture through song and dance
performances. In Fukushima, he would occasionally surprise people with spontaneous and incredible haka performances that left everyone
speechless afterwards.
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Henare had just as many Japanese friends as he did among the expat community. He had a warm smile
and cheerful personality that would light up a room the instant he entered. Children were especially
entranced by his playfulness and absolutely adored him.
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Henare volunteered with the Save Minamisoma Project to deliver food to evacuees who had been
relocated into temporary housing. He volunteered year-round; it didn’t matter to him how hot or cold it was.
If there was a volunteer mission, he was eager to do his part to help others.
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Henare’s involvement in the USF Sports Camps always brought big smiles to the faces of the children who
attended. He always strove to be a positive influence and went out of his way to make their experience as
enjoyable as possible.
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Henare loved the outdoors. In Koriyama, you could often find him either practicing martial arts in the
riverside park near his home or relaxing with a drink in Kaiseizan park.
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g it ¥ . # Umbrella Sky — The Inawashiro Herb Garden and Greenhouse - The Inawashiro Herb Garden Greenhouse is a popular location for weddings and occasional feature
"2 - X L__# ’_‘ﬁ events such as the vivid ‘Umbrella Sky’ in September. The nearby Herb Garden prides itself on its magical expanse of vivid greenery and colorful flowers and is home
] . P to approximately 500 varieties of herbs and flowers that change with the seasons, such as lavender, mint, chamomile, rape blossoms, sunflowers, cosmos, poppies, and

: ‘"";,,_f more. At 100,000 square meters, the garden also cultivates the largest expanse of lavender in the prefecture, which is a long-running favorite for flower gathering.

BFEAN-—TBEEERZOF YT L IR0, HERT - FER/N\—TBEOREEL. BERXP. QB T7PYITLIANAIDEELHIRE, ZHANY N TAKDRARY b EELH R
EBEED EDDIENED BRI IBNBREEDEDNZN—TETIE. IRNVT— SN AEI I EOE. 0FLDH, IXRERA I RE—ARE ZH T & (L XD S 500 BED/\—THIEN
HETE 2, 80EEIRHN 10 A FAX— ML T BRARAKBETO SNV —HIBELHTONTED TN ARERICAD DIEZVWDTHELE I EATE S,

JoostKralt 3—A N - 7ZJ)L b
Chandan Clough F+¥> &> - 70y 7

Mitch Masden X F - Y AT
Matthew Askett <>1— + 7AT Y KN

Fukushima Paul Sprigg R—IL - ATV w5
Created by: #lff  Kevin Mackel /&> - ¥ 11—

Ei&% Contact us via: www.ThisisFukushima.org ThisisFukushima@gmail.com HAZETOKTY,

Translation by Nexus Translation Services and Shuku Onodera X7 X+ NIV AL —Y 3y - T —EX E/NBFFROHR
Our special thanks to the following, without whom this calendar would not have been possible: ZDHL V57— UTOHBRIEDENFTRIETETE L :

Fukushima Prefecture Tourism
& Local Products Association

Graham Chave & Marc Ward

Nexus Translations (t-nex.jp)

j'*f:,-:" Saito Yoshieki

5 ILSAREE FUJET
AN Em Es

Emutas Planning Office www.FuJET.org

BERBAMERRHS
stefan schauwecker suzuki Takehito Morohashi H i roko Copyright©2019 ThisisFukushima.org and the respective owners.
WWW.\JaDan'GUide.Com %7'( E Hﬁ E%*E §¥ Images and art remain the property of the submitter with permission granted to

ThisisFukushima.org.



	00 Cover 表紙_2020-03
	01月_2020-01
	02月_2020-02
	03月_2020-01
	04月_2020-01
	05月_2020-02
	06月_2020-01
	07月_2020-01
	08月_2020-02
	09月_2020−02
	10月_2020-01
	11月_2020-01
	12月_2020-03
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