In the years since March 11, 2011, there has been tremendous progress in restoring most of the coastal areas of Fukushima prefecture. Each year the no-entry
contaminated zones are shrinking, and more former residents are gradually returning to their communities once again. To visit these areas today, one would find
it difficult to imagine the destruction caused by the triple-disaster years earlier. However, despite such incredible progress, the residents of Fukushima still face
ongoing difficulties. Tourism and agriculture continue to suffer due to irrational fears about the safety of Fukushima and anything produced here. This wall calendar
project was founded because of our desire to address these concerns, and to show the world that our prefecture is still the safe and wonderful place that we residents
of Fukushima know it to be. This is our purpose, and this is our message. This is Fukushima.
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Daishichi Sake Brewery - The Daishichi Sake Brewery is located in Nihonmatsu City in the central region of Fukushima. Established in 1752, Daishichi has been family-operated for 10 generations,
and has established a reputation as Japan’s leader in the traditional kimoto brewing method, the techniques of which were nearly lost to obscurity in the 20th century. Daishichi is renowned for producing
some of the finest sake in all of Japan and is a winner of the prestigious National Refined Sake Competition. The facility is striking for its Western-style architecture reminiscent of old European hotels.
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Aizu Matsudaira’s Royal Garden - Located a brief walk from Aizu Wakamatsu's famous Tsuruga castle is the Aizumatsudaira Royal Garden. It was initially established as a garden in 1388. By 1670, the second feudal lord of the Aizu fief
cultivated various herbs in the garden, and private citizens were encouraged to do so as well. The garden became known as a medicinal herb garden or Oyakuen. The main gardens consist of carefully cultivated greenery centered around
a pond. A path winds around the pond, and walking along it is the best way to enjoy the garden. There are several buildings at Oyakuen which may be of interest to travelers, such as the tea house, souvenir shop and dining room.
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Nakano Fudoson - Nakano Fudoson is located in Fukushima City’s lizaka Onsen district. It was built more than eight centuries ago (circa 1180).This Zen temple is decorated with intricate yet
bold-looking sculptures, and features a bright red color that contrasts gracefully with the waterfall that flows at the temple’s rear. Beyond the temple’s main structure lies a cavern cleft into the side

of the mountain that is truly a sight to be seen. It is open to visitors year-round.
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Ozawa no Sakura in Tamura-machi - Early spring heralds the arrival of the cherry blossom (sakura) season in Japan. The pale pink blossoms only appear on the trees for about 10 days before being
replaced by thicker, green leaves for the rest of the year. This tree, Ozawa no Sakura, is a Yoshino sakura tree that is over a century old. It is has had an unusually long lifespan despite Yoshino trees
commonly living for only 70 years. The solitary tree presents a beautiful contrast against the landscape and is popular with local photographers during hanami (cherry blossom viewing) season.
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Morohashi Museum of Modern Art - The Morohashi Museum of Modern Art is located in Kitashiobara, in the Ura-bandai region of northern Aizu. The permanent collection includes over three hundred pieces by Salvador
Dali, as well as works by Sisley, Cézanne, Renoir, Matisse, and Picasso. The museum building is patterned from the founder’s vision of a design of a medieval stable. The exhibition hall inside is about 100 meters long,
with nine-meter high ceilings and abundant natural light. From the museum’s windows visitors can view the massive crater of Mt. Bandai and a beautiful natural garden that changes with the seasons.
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Tatsuzawa Fudo no Taki - Northern Japan (Tohoku) is full of these lush green forest gorges with fast flowing clear rivers and waterfalls. This beautiful waterfall can be found in Inawashiro Town
in the scenic Aizu region. Surrounded by trees, there is an uncommonly serene and majestic atmosphere here. It is especially beautiful to view during the fresh greens of late spring or the colourful
leaves of autumn. This location is a favorite among hikers and photographers.
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Head to Head at Nomaoi Festival - In the Soma District of Fukushima Prefecture, which is a famous horse-breeding region, a festive event called Soma-nomaoi has been held annually for more than 1,000 years. It has
been designated as a significant intangible folk cultural asset of Japan.The highlights of the three-day festival are the Koshiki Kacchu Keiba, in which twelve samurai horsemen, clad in armor and helmets and carrying
katana swords, all race over a distance of 1,000 meters, and the Shinki Sodatsusen, in which several hundred samurai horsemen compete for 40 shrine flags shot into the air with fireworks.
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Wake-boarding on Lake Inawashiro - The long, warm summers encourage many visitors to travel to Lake Inawashiro. Coming from larger urban areas like Yamagata City, Utsunomiya, and even Tokyo, the lake is a
favorite destination for summer fun. In addition to the numerous campgrounds along its shoreline, visitors can enjoy pleasure boating and aquatic sports, like water skiing and wake-boarding. Charter fishing is also popular
among visitors to the area due to the populations of game fish that inhabit the lake. In 2013, a world-record Smallmouth bass was caught here by a Japanese fly fisherman.
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Drift Racing at Ebisu Circuit - Ebisu Circuit is an established race complex located in Nihonmatsu. Designed and built by drift driver Nobushige Kumakubo, Ebisu Circuit is one of the premier drifting-based tracks in the world.
The complex features 7 individual tracks plus 2 skid pan type circuits. The most famous circuit is the Minami (South) course which is for D1 and other drifting events. The Higashi (East) circuit features a 420 metre long main
straight with 20 ground floor pit garages and is used mainly for grip events. The complex also features Tohoku Safari Park, where visitors can observe exotic animals roaming freely outside from within the safety of their cars.
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Fukuman Kokuzoson Enzouiji, Yanaizu - A symbolic temple of the Aizu region, Enzoji was built about 1,300 years ago in 807. The temple has many highlights, such as a treasure house and monuments in memory of poets inscribed
with their poems and haikus. There are many legends associated with this temple. One of the more well known is that of the Akabeko, the iconic bright red cow that is known nation-wide as the symbol of Fukushima. According to the
legend, a red-haired cow helped in the construction of Enzoji, but then refused to leave after it was completed. The cow instead dedicated its soul to Buddha and turned to stone so that it would forever be a part of the temple grounds.
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Scenic JR Tadami Line - Rail travel in Japan is a traditional and much beloved way for most people to travel within the country. The Tadami line of the JR East rail service connects the bustling
samurai city of Aizu Wakamatsu with the serene, gorgeous countryside of Oku Aizu. Traveling on this route is definitely a must if one wishes to see rural Japan at its best. No matter what the season,
the views along the Tadami Line are breathtaking. This railway bridge and river gorge in Mishima-machi is only one such spectacular sight along the route.
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Winter lllumination in Abukuma-do - Tucked away in the mountains of eastern Fukushima, in an area full of natural beauty, is a unique system of limestone caves. They offer visitors a great stop
between two major cities, Koriyama and Iwaki, while traveling around the prefecture. Upon entering Abukuma-do, you'll immediately notice the temperature and humidity, which is about 15°C (60°F)
all year round. In the winter months, there are beautiful illumination displays set up in the spirit of the holiday season.
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Kunitama Kendo Festival - Kendo, the way of the sword, is a popular sport across Japan. Due to the proud samurai history of Fukushima, it is particularly popular in this prefecture. Most schools from elementary to
university level have kendo teams and competitive tournaments are held frequently. There are also the occasional special events such as the Kunitama Kendo festival for elementary school students, which is held in early
October at the shrine in Nakoso, Iwaki.
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Jomopia Miyahata, Fukushima City - The Jomon Period of Japanese history stretches from 14,000 BC to 300 BC. Jomopia Miyahata is an archaeological site that contains artifacts from the 2000-year period of the Middle,
Late, and Final Jomon periods. The archives contain many artifacts and pottery from the Jomon era that were excavated in the area. Visitors are able to have a look into the early history of Japan and a glimpse into the
lives and culture of its people. It is open to receive visitors year-round except during the first week of the new year.
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March, 11 - Sunrise in Matsukawa-ura Port - This photo was taken 7 years to the day since the Great East Japan Earthquake. The Matsukawa-ura fishing port in Soma city is calm and peaceful. This area that was once
devastated by the tsunami is now, like much of Fukushima’s coastline, rebuilt anew.
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Kawamata Shamo Matsuri - Kawamata is known for its production of silk and silk products. In the late 6th century, Otomo no Koteko, also known as Otehime, came to this area. According to tradition, she is honored for

having encouraged silk farming in the area. The town is also known for the raising of shamo, a special breed of game bird similar to chicken. Shamo ramen is a local speciality. In August, Kawamata hosts the annual 2-day
shamo festival. The festival is a contender to challenge the Guinness record for the World’s Longest Chicken Rotisserie.
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Lake Hibara at night - Lake Hibara (Hibara-ko), located in Bandai-Asahi National Park, is the largest of the lakes in the Bandai-kdgen highlands. It was formed as a result of the eruption of nearby
Mount Bandai on July 15th, 1888. The resulting avalanche of debris created a natural dam that filled with water and submerged Hibara village, the remains of which still lie at the bottom of the lake
today. Lake Hibara is popular among tourists, offering enjoyable hiking trails, pleasure boating, and campgrounds. In the winter, it is a popular location for ice fishing. As the lake is located in a
remote area some distance from nearby cities, the nighttime skies are spectacular! Photo by : Suzuki Takehito
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